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Warren Hastings now returned to England, receiving IB
return for his high services an impeachment before the bar
of Parliament on grave charges of corruption, tyranny, and
other crimes. Thus in those days did England reward her
faithful servants! The trial dragged on for no less than seven
years, at the end of which Hastings found himself acquitted of
every charge, and at the same time absolutely ruined in
fortune. The East India Company, however, which appreci-
ated his great achievements better than the Government, made
him a magnificent allowance, which enabled him to spend the
rest of his life as a country gentleman in peace and happiness.

He was succeeded in India by Lord Cornwallis, who still
retained the favour of the Crown and the admiration of the
people, in spite of his disasters during the American War of
Independence He proved more successful in India than in
North America, and retrieved his reputation not only as a
competent Commander-in-Chief of the Indian army, but as a
statesman of a strong and liberal character.

He arrived in India at a time when Tipu Sahib's star was in
the ascendant. The Mysore warrior had captured several
British forts and garrisoned towns, throwing his prisoners into
foul dungeons, where they languished in torture until death put
an end to the sufferings of many of these unfortunate men. At
Bangalore the cell is still shown where Sir David Baird, one
of the best and bravest of our officers, was confined for many
months. It measures from 12 to 15 feet square, and its roof is
so low that a man can scarcely stand upright.*

Cornwallis was prompt in regaining his forces to thrust back

* So abject was the fear of Tipu Sahib that a humiliating treaty was
arranged by the East India Company at Madras, and it is related that on
the occasion of its signature the English Commissioners stood with their
heads uncovered and the treaty in their hands for two hours, using
every form of flattery and supplication to induce the compliance of the
Prince. This behaviour inflamed: the arrogance of Tipu Sahib to a still
greater degree, and in spite of the treaty his aggressions continued upon
British territory.